
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Maine State Government 
 
Unit Designers: Grade 4 Team 
 
Level(s): Fourth Grade 

 
Time Span:  

 
Content Area: 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit:   
Students will learn about the three main branches of Maine state government, including the functions and 
responsibilities of each branch. Both society and State government have many needs in order to function 
well. Students will explore concepts as essential parts of a democratic society such as equality, the right  
to vote for one’s government, justice, the common good, living by laws, and guaranteed individual rights. 
The importance of active citizenship and rights and responsibilities as a citizen in a democracy is stressed. 
Students will know that the Constitution of Maine is the document that describes the structure of Maine’s 
government and how it works. 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
A. Applications of Social Studies Processes, Knowledge and Skills 
A.1. Researching and Developing Positions on Current Social Studies Issues: Students identify and 
answer research questions related to social studies by locating and selecting information and presenting 
findings. 
 
A.2. Making Decisions Using Social Studies Knowledge and Skills: Students make individual and 
collaborative decisions on matters related to social studies using relevant information and research and 
discussion skills. 
 
A.3. Taking Action Using Social Studies Knowledge and Skills: Students select, plan, and participate 
in a civic action or service-learning project based on a classroom, school, or local community asset or 
need, and describe evidence of the project’s effectiveness and civic contribution. 
 
 
B. Civics and Government 
B.1. Knowledge, Concepts, Themes and Patterns of Civics/Government: Students understand the 
basic ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of democratic government in Maine. 
 
B.2. Rights, Duties, Responsibilities, and Citizen Participation in Government: Students understand 
the basic rights, duties, responsibilities, and roles of citizens in a democracy. 
 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 
 Understand the concept of laws and rules, duties, and responsibilities 
 Understand the concept of research and the research process 
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 Skills: 
 Basic research and discussion skills 
 Able to work in a group to accomplish a task 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
Voting is both a privilege and a right of citizens in a democracy. 
Governments are created to do things that individual citizens cannot do for themselves. 
Maine State government is divided into three parts: Executive, Legislative, and Judicial. 
Each branch of State government has a particular function. 
Citizens have the right and responsibility to make changes in policy and people who work in government. 
One citizen can initiate change in Maine laws. 

 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
How does the structure of state government support the will of the people? 
How is the Maine Constitution providing for the diverse needs of all Maine people? 
Is there too much or too little authority given to State government as opposed to local government? 
How does the idea of local control of education conflict with the State’s responsibility for education? 

 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 
 Explain the primary function and roles of Maine State government 
 Identify the current decision-makers of each branch of State government 
 Explain how local and state leaders are elected 
 Describe how a bill becomes a law 
 Compare how Maine state government is organized in a similar manner to the United States 
      government 
 Research new vocabulary: executive branch, legislative branch, judicial branch, common good, 
      election, bill, law, power 
 
 Skills: 
 Use and explain a graphic organizer 
 Create a question about a current state government issue and research it 
 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Written essay 
Oral discussion 
Describing a graphic organizer 
Writing a persuasive letter 
Writing and performing an original “drama” 
Creating artwork and explaining it 
Common summative assessment 

 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the similarities and differences among the three branches of 
State government. 
Read a variety of texts, fiction or non-fiction, to gather information. 
Participate in government by having a simulated classroom activity. 
Visit the Capitol in Augusta while the legislature is in session. 
Write a persuasive letter to a State representative explaining why Maine should/should not have a 
unicameral legislature. 
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Provisions for Extending Learning: 
 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Video: Maine Government 
Internet research: Maine State Government site 
Use Word to create letter to Maine State representative 
 
Instructional Resources: 
Videos, such as What is Government? 
Maine Studies Weekly 
Maine: Hello U.S.A. 
America the Beautiful, Maine 
From Sea to Shining Sea: Maine 
Maine Government Projects (#4) 
www.maine.gov 
www.constitutionalcenter.org/explore/Forkids/Index.shtml 
 

 
 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 
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